An acoustic guitar makes sound due to vibrations of the strings. When the strings are strummed, plucked, or hammered they vibrate and those vibrations are transferred from the bridge of the guitar onto the soundboard. The soundboard is the top (forward facing) part of a guitar and it causes air particles inside the body of the guitar to resonate to produce sound from the sound hole. The tension on each string determines the frequency at which it will vibrate. The strings are attached at the top and bottom of a guitar and rest just above a fretboard. If a string is played “open” it will produce the note that the string is tuned to play however, pushing down on a string on the fretboard changes the length of the string and increases vibrations.  Increased vibrations equate to a higher frequency of sound wave and a higher pitch of the sound. 
The materials the strings and the guitar are made of affect the sound that the instrument produces. Strings can be either metal or nylon and guitars can be made of wood, plastic, or metal. All of these materials have different levels of resonance and produce different tones. Since vibration of the strings is what causes the sound waves that produce sound it matters how the strings are struck. A hard pluck of a string will cause a higher pitch because the wave pulse travels faster creating a higher frequency of the sound wave produced and a soft pluck of a string will produce a lower pitch because of the opposite impact on the frequency of the sound wave.  
