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Description of the UK
The United Kingdom (UK) is the third largest country in Europe, behind only Russia and Germany, and has an approximate population of 67.6 million people. The UK is comprised of England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, and Wales. The UK was the first industrialized Country in the world and was a world power for most of the 19th and early 20th centuries. The UK is a constitutional monarchy and parliamentary democracy. Beginning in 1998 Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland were granted authority to develop their own governments while governance of England remained the responsibility of the UK Government.  
The country of Scotland’s government, Scottish Government, was established in 1999 and currently is led by First Minister John Swinney. The Scottish Government is responsible for the decision making and domestic policy on issues such as economy, health care, education, the legal system, housing, the environment, police and fire service, the crown estate, transportation, and taxation. The legislation branch of the Scottish Government is the Scottish Parliament. Bills can only become a law in Scotland once it is approved by the Scottish Parliament and after the bill is put to the Monarch to receive royal assent. (Wikipedia, 2024)
In 2017 the Scottish Government published the Public Sector Action Plan on Cyber Resilience. Scotland’s goal in publishing this plan was to promote the strategy of being Safe, Secure, and Prosperous. The public Section Action Plan was committed to developing a suite of action plans to help move Scotland toward cyber resilience. Developing a culture that cyber resilience is everyone’s business. This plan developed by the National Cyber Resilience Leader’s Board and the Scottish Government was the initial step toward establishing a wider culture of cyber resilience in Scotland. Adding on to the initial movement of the Public Sector Action Plan of 2017 a Third Sector Action plan 2018-2020 was published. The goal of this plan was informing and interacting with citizens regarding issues in the digital world. This plan targeted the third sector of Scotland which was comprised of charities, social enterprises, voluntary organizations, and public social partnerships. The research conducted by the third sector partner with Scotland to improve cyber security resilience.
Some of Scotland’s cybersecurity laws include the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK-GDPR), Network and Information Security Regulations 2018 (NIS Regulations), and the Computer Misuse Act of 1990. The DPA requires all controllers of UK Data to create and maintain proper security measures for safeguarding personal data. It is most specifically applicable to businesses that process customer data and records. Compliance with this law is mandatory for data such as personally identifiable information, medical records, and customer data. Any data breaches must be reported by processors to the controller within 72 hours and it must be shared publicly to inform every one of the breaches. Failure to comply with the law may result in a 17.5 million British pounds (22.225 million USD) or 4% of annual global turnover. An additional provision of the law is that controllers that process personal data must pay an annual data protection fee to the Information Commissioners Officer (ICO), depending on the size and turnover of the company. 
The country of Wales’s government, Welsh Government, was established in 1999 and currently is led by First Minister Vaughan Gething. The Welsh Government has the responsibility to decide policy on topics such as health, education, economic development, transportation, and local government. In 2006 the Government of Wales Act 2006 separated the National Assembly for Wales and the Welsh Government. This gave ministers in Wales their independent executive authority.  This transfer of power shifted the executive functions of Wales from the British Government to Welsh Government. Beginning in 2011 a referendum granted the Welsh Government the ability to propose bills to the National Assembly for Wales to be voted on for induction to laws. The 2011 referendum expanded the executive function of the Welsh Government and included Agriculture, monument and historical buildings, culture, economic development, education, environment, fire service, food, health, transportation, housing, local government, public administration, welfare, and tourism.  (Wikipedia, 2024)
The country of Northern Ireland’ government, Northern Ireland Executive, was established in 1999 and is currently led by First Minister Michelle O’Neill and Deputy First Minister Emma Little-Pengelly. The Northern Ireland executive has faced bouts of turmoil since it’s inception in 1999 but has been re-established since January of 2024. The responsibility of the Northern Ireland Executive is to decide policy on topics such as agriculture, environment, rural affairs, communities, economy, education, finance, health, infrastructure, and justice. The legislative branch, Northern Ireland Assembly, uses a different process that other British governments. A system of power sharing is called mandatory coalition as opposed to voluntary coalition. This means that major parties cannot be excluded from participation in government. (Wikipedia, 2024)

The country of England’s government, His Majesty’s (HM) Government, is the central executive authority of the UK and is currently led by Prime Minister Rishi Sunak (Wikipedia, 2024). Although the British monarch, sovereign, is the head of state, he or she is not the head of the government. The legislative branch of HM Government is Parllament. Parliament is made up of three parts, the sovereign, House of Lords, and the House of Commons. Parliament holds over all power over all political bodies of the UK and overseas territories. The responsibility of Parliament is overall law legislation of the UK. 
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