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UK: New Law Targeting Default Passwords - Panda Security
A new law in the UK aims to address a cybersecurity concern in relation to default passwords. Common default passwords have previously been the norm for manufacturers when offering products to consumers. Starting in June of 2024 manufacturers must assign a device unique default password when a device is shipped, and the password must be changed during initial setup by a user.  Additionally, the new law promotes ethical issues of transparency and accountability by requiring manufacturers to provide simple guidance to consumers on how to report vulnerabilities of the products. To promote industry wide compliance the penalties on manufacturers for noncompliance are very harsh and include fines up to $12.5 million (Panda,2024).
I picked this article because this is a topic we covered in TestOut. Before this course I didn’t realize that companies ship out devices with common default passwords creating security vulnerabilities. As we learned in our modules creating strong passwords is one the best ways we can reduce vulnerabilities. Learning that the UK has created legislation to address this issue is a real-world example of the material we have covered in this course. 
My hope is that you learned the material we are learning from our TestOut modules is current and applicable to best practices not just in the US but also worldwide. The UK’s choice to eliminate default passwords is a positive contribution to combat cybersecurity. Other countries such as the US are enforcing stronger security standards so this action by the UK is part of worldwide effort.
Something I wish I had learned is more examples of password legislation in other global countries. It’s promising to learn the UK is trying to reduce vulnerabilities but what are other countries doing to accomplish the same?
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