POINT/COUNTERPOINT
File Sharing: Still a Problem, but Harmful Theft or Sign of the Times?
Instructions: Each student in this exercise must select either Point or CounterPoint arguments (no in-between choices), defend that choice, and state why you believe either one or the other. Be ready to argue your choice as the instructor directs. Afterward, the class is debriefed, and there is further discussion as a class.
POINT: File sharing is theft, illegal, and endangers the entire structure of incentives that allows the creation of digital media. Downloading even one copyrighted song, movie, book, or game illegally has severe costs for the musicians and the owners and employees of the companies that produce songs, and for legitimate online music services, not to mention consumers who purchase music legally. Those responsible, even peripherally, for illegal file sharing should be tracked down by any means possible and held accountable for these costs and damages.
COUNTERPOINT: The generation that grew up with the advent of digital media has a well-cultivated expectation of ease and freedom when it comes to accessing music, television, and books using the Internet. Not only younger individuals but consumers worldwide are prone through torrenting and other enticing sites to download “free” materials and are at risk, because their files and devices can also be hacked. Companies are willing to capitalize on that ease to boost their profits. It is unethical to use technology and the legal system to “make examples” of those (possibly innocent bystanders whose IP addresses were used by others) who are simply showing the flaws and gaps in distribution strategies.
“I watch some of my favorite shows on Hulu.com for free and I buy others on Amazon or iTunes. I pay a fee to use Pandora for ad-free Internet radio, or Spotify for specific music playlists. But like many of my friends, I don’t own a TV, so when there is no other way to access a show, I will download it from a torrent [file-sharing] site since I can, and my friends do as well.”
—Interview with a Generation Y “Millennial”
“The Boston Celtics are my favorite basketball team, but unfortunately, I live in the New York area. This means that the local sports channel only shows New York Knicks games and Brooklyn Nets games. With no other way of watching every Celtics game, I am enticed to go on Reddit and watch the Celtics game streamed illegally. Is this my fault? It’s available and my friends do it.”
—Interview with a Generation Y “Millennial”
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