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The community I belong to that is affected by this topic is the Oxford/Miami University community in general but the Miami University Police Department specifically. 
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This topic has immediate and future impact to my community. The ability of a public safety agency to perform basic emergency services is the absolute minimum a campus police agency should provide. My desire to serve, as well as many of my co-workers reaches far beyond just providing basic emergency response. Miami University is a community of learning. Concerns about safety on campus shouldn’t distract students or staff from experiencing/providing that learning. 
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This topic has relevance because one of the first questions a parent has before deciding where children attend college is “how safe is the campus?”.  The quality of police service provided to Miami University by Miami University Police may weigh heavily when deciding if Oxford is where a student will move and attend college. The ability to attract and retain police officers is the core of providing the highest quality police service.
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I have worked at Miami Univerity Police Department (MUPD) for more than 22 years. I have worked for three different Chiefs who each had their own goals for the Department. The time I’ve most enjoyed was during Chief John McCandless’ leadership. MUPD was fully staffed with talented and experinced officers willing and able to be proactive in promoting our agency in a positive role as “helpers”. People choose to be police officers because they have a desire to help others. When our agency was fully staffed with experienced officers MUPD positively impacted the community because officers could go above and beyond with helping cititzens. Due to understaffing MUPD has had to reduce the programming we used to provide to the community and now are more of a reactionary enforcement department. The relationshps with the community have suffered because of that change. 
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   Which community you belong to is affected by the topic you're explor ing?  
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   Why does this topic matter to your community? Describe the impact it has on their lives.  
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   Does this topic have relevance to those outside your community? Why should outsiders care  about this topic?    
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   Why do you care about this topic? What makes it perso nal and relevant to you?  


