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The Leader We All Wish We Had Discussion

The video, “The Leader We All Wish We Had”, is successful in analyzing Dr. Amy Acton’s actions in response to the Coronavirus crisis because it persuades the audience that Dr. Acton lead the way in how other leaders should have responded. The video opens with a scene of Dr. Acton giving a press conference and the narrator points out Dr. Acton’s white lab coat, emphatic hand gestures, and her knack for metaphors. The scenes of a young girl imitating her in a white lab coat and also young girl holding up a drawing she made of Dr. Acton wearing the aforementioned lab coat and holding her hands out emphatically, made me identify Dr. Acton as a role model to these children. Describing Dr. Acton as a cultural icon with the use of popular memes labeling her as a hero made me feel she is the one to take charge and lead the nation. A popular World War 2 style poster of Rosey Riveter with Dr. Acton wearing surgical gloves and flexing her bicep made me feel she was strong and has a can-do attitude. These portrayals of Dr. Acton were examples of ethos
Dr. Acton’s journey to overcome neglect and homelessness to became the Homecoming Queen and then to be the first woman appointed to run the Ohio Health Department. That made me feel Dr. Acton didn’t just accept the hand she was dealt but instead she was determined and succeeded in the face of adversities. This appealed to me through pathos because I understand what it’s like to work hard to achieve success.
After introducing the audience to Dr. Acton, the narrator gives examples of things Dr. Acton did that support the claim that she is the leader we all wish we had.  The subjects of empowerment, brutal honesty, and vulnerability and the examples given within each subject helped to support the leadership Dr. Acton displayed. The producers lead me on a path of connecting, respecting, and trusting Dr. Acton’s by describing the proactive steps she took to lead the response to the virus. When I saw the statistics on screen that Ohio had only 975 deaths and Michigan had over three thousand despite Ohio having a bigger population, I was convinced Dr. Acton’s leadership helped saved countless lives. 
