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REFLECTION
When I began the multimodal project, I felt I needed to take an aggressive approach with my topic by highlighting the solutions with informative illustrations. This approach deviated a bit from my research paper assignment where I was more concerned with presenting the problem to my audience. Remixing my argument and using a different medium allowed me the freedom to use things such as colors, graphs, fonts that I felt were persuasive. I am of the belief that men are more visually motivated so my presentation was an emotional outlet from what motivates me. 
I explained in an earlier assignment that an appeal to logos was a predominant element I expected to use in my argument. The graphs I created allowed me to show my audience the problems and the solutions affording my audience the ability to decide for themselves if Miami is doing all it can to make safety and security the highest priority.  A limitation I faced in my assignment was how to persuade my audience of the police staffing crisis that needs solutions now. Rather than creating a lengthy presentation of the problems faced in communities all around the country I decided to narrow my focus to the Miami University community. Without the big picture of the national crisis and how the shortage affects people in various communities, I failed to establish an appeal to ethos with community members. I knew this risk and decided my audience for this presentation would be the administrators at Miami University rather than individual community members. 
The use of colors such as yellow, red, green were used to invoke an emotional response with my audience. Yellow was used in my opening slide background with large font red letters because I want my audience to feel that same feeling of caution I feel when entering a traffic intersection when a traffic light is yellow and about to turn red. Red font was also used in my graph slides to show how Miami is failing in comparison to competition. I transitioned to soothing green backgrounds when offering my solutions slides. I associate the color green with happiness and hoped the audience would feel that emotional shift while being persuaded to consider my solutions. Although the multimodal project did not appeal to every element of rhetoric, I do feel my presentation was effective in persuading my audience of the problem and solutions needed. If I had one option to choose to present to an audience, I would choose my research paper because I felt there are fewer limitations on how much information I can include using that medium. 
The most valuable feedback I received on my draft is that my peers clearly understand the problem and solutions I am trying to share with my audience. One peer commented that my slides and graphs were very informative and that is what I was trying to achieve with my appeal to logos. The most valuable feedback I shared with my peers is the commenting on the use of colors for their slides. I feel an emotional response if I see colors or different size fonts and both of the projects I reviewed had those style elements.  As I remarked to one peer, whether intended or not the use of blue and pink colors on her slides created a bond for me as a parent. That bond led to an increased interest in the topic being presented and an appeal to pathos. 
Something I learned during this project is that sometimes “less is more”. I wasn’t able to include as much information into a twelve-slide presentation as I could a ten-page paper, but I was able to make an appeal to the emotions of my audience with the use of contrasting colors, graphs, and font choices. This situation leads me to consider movie adaptations of my favorite books. Although I normally prefer reading books where an author creates an image in my mind’s eye setting a scene with detailed descriptions, there is something pretty magical seeing the magic of Hollywood’s Hogwarts on the big screen. So yes, maybe less is more.   

