After reading and watching the resources provided, discuss your reactions and thoughts to each.
In the article about Oyler School I felt a sense of community because of the approach the school and community partners have taken. In reading this excerpt and from watching the video previously of the lower Price Hill community and the initiatives taken by Oyler I am hopeful that this approach is successful. Public service programs are available for those that need them but too often those services go unused. By making services available in a community hub at the school there is better opportunities for people to get the help they need. The additional benefit of this approach is that the school is active as a community partner with the residents and builds relationships with the families in the communities. If families feel they can trust the school there is a better chance for family engagement and may lead to stronger ties to education for children of these families. 
After reading about the undertaking of Geoffrey Canada in Harlem I was reminded of a point made in our module about the chronosystem. A point made in that module is the need to create pathways of engagement that are able to cross over time and settings. Canada recognized a problem in that there existed success stories in smaller environments but he had a vision to replicate that success on a grander scale. By collaborating with other community advocates he developed a program that created opportunities for a greater number for the greater good. The initiatives of this program were impactful in a positive manner on the community.
Springfield has developed a program of community involvement and utilized a user-friendly website to provide information. Seeking to partner with the community this website is a good example of ways schools can do outreach and begin building relationships with families. Through the use of action words, pleasing colors, and a well-organized platform information is easy to access and the mission is clearly stated. 
Do you believe poverty has an impact on children’s learning and ability to focus on school? How can schools better support families in lower SES neighborhoods and those experiencing poverty?
I believe families that are struggling with poverty face obstacles that non-poverty families may not. These added stresses do a have an impact on a child’s learning and ability to focus on school. Children that come from poverty may not have access to the same technology that has become common place in today’s environment of learning. Families may not be as engaged in a child’s education if just trying to make ends meet is the primary focus. Financial security may mean it’s easy to purchase a calculator last minute if a child needs it for school. Or it may mean it’s no big deal to pay $10 for a field trip for outside the classroom learning but for families struggling poverty those expenses may not be things that can be easily afforded. When it comes down to the choice of paying for something for school or being able to buy groceries or pay the electric bill, families have to make choices to sustain themselves first.  Ways in which schools can better support families in lower SES neighborhoods and experiencing poverty can be addressed by understanding. When schools identify the struggles that families are facing with regard to day-to-day life there is an opportunity to support these families. Programs such as food pantries, clothing closets, school supply donations are all ways in which schools can be agents of change and address social issues in their communities. 


Please share some highlights of the Harlem project and share your insights into the impacts this project had on children and families.
Some of the highlights of the Harlem project include:
-An early childhood program aimed at introducing children to learning. 
-After school programs for children that create a stronger sense of community.
-Health care availability for the community to include physical and mental health.
-Financial resources that alleviate the stress of families struggling with poverty. 

