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Case Study 13 - Bridging Worlds: Family Engagement in the Transition to Kindergarten
· What different connections and relationships help to shape the transition to kindergarten (i.e. families’ connections to kindergarten teachers, principals, etc.).
· How can families and early childhood programs work together to ensure a smooth transition to kindergarten? Share examples from the case study.
The transition to kindergarten is a big step for most families of young children. In reading this case study about Maya’s transition from Head Start to kindergarten I remember the anxiety my ex-wife and I felt about our daughter’s transition was like what Maya’s mother Nicole is feeling. My ex-wife was very involved in my daughter’s preschool program and when my daughter started kindergarten it felt that my daughter’s time and space was less accessible. In trying to support the transition we as parents needed to step back a bit and allow the school to become the organization that planned our daughter’s learning. That was difficult because up until then my ex-wife had been steering my daughter’s development. In this case study the transition involves a child transitioning from Head Start to kindergarten. Nicole was very involved in Maya’s educational development prior to kindergarten so when Maya began having difficulties Nicole felt concerned. The meeting between Nicole and Maya’s teacher, Tanya Robinson, is a great way for a relationship to become established with the focus on Maya’s development. 
Different connections and relationships that shape a child’s transition to kindergarten include the parent/teacher relationship, school/family connections, and parent/early childhood organizations/school. The chronosystem applicability for this transition places a great emphasis on the parent/teacher relationship. As a child’s educator, Tanya guides Maya in the current learning objectives and should communicate that process with Nicole. By developing a relationship with Nicole a teacher can get a better understanding of a child’s current assessment. The relationship that connects parents/early childhood/schools is one that communication flows two ways. The school should communicate what future expectations are so that early childhood can focus on developing the child for the transition. Parental involvement in this relationship ensures each child has an advocate that can communicate a current assessment of the child along with early childhood providers. Because the transition to kindergarten can be stressful for parents the relationship between schools and parents is important. As explained in the chronosystem, young children that are first entering school need more familial involvement than older children. The time and place of learning for the transition includes a change in the child’s environment. A new school and a new teacher may be a difficult change for a child so when the learning environment is extended to the home and a relationship is built between teacher and parent it creates opportunities for a smoother transition. 
Examples from this case study on ways to ease Maya’s transition include Nicole meeting with Tanya to discuss Maya’s previous experiences in Head Start and actions Head Start took to prepare parents. Tanya meeting with Nicole to discuss the current state of Mays’s transition allows for both stakeholders to deepen their understanding and how best to address difficulties. Because Nicole was an involved parent in the Head Start program she has a relationship with Maya’s former preschool teacher, Ms. Teresa, and can discuss the difficulties Maya is having with the transition. Ms. Teresa explains how Head Start tries to prepare parents and children for the transition to kindergarten through their workshop. By explaining to parents what to expect regarding family engagement with kindergarten vs preschool is a great way to ease fears of parents. Children can notice when a parent feels uncomfortable, and a parent’s stress could translate into more fear of the unknown for the child. 


Case Study 14 - Tomasito is Too Big to Hold Hands: The Developing Child and the Home-School Relationship
· How do children influence parent-teacher relationships, including the role of changing developmental stages and needs?
· What are some ways of communicating a comprehensive picture of the child to the parents? How would this look in Tomasito's case?
The relationship between parents and teachers is deeply influenced by the child. Outside of social circles parents and teachers may know each other, the key to their relationship is the student. The purpose of the parent/teacher relationship is to monitor and discuss how the student is currently performing and how best to ensure the child is successful in their education and development process. A school environment is different than a home environment yet learning takes place in both places as discussed in the chronosystem. In this case study the student, Tomasito, attends second grade. The teacher, Linda, has formed opinions of Tomasito and his family life based on observations she has made but she lacks a strong relationship with the parents to determine if her opinions are based on facts. The parents, Tomas and Ria, are only seeing snapshots of Tomasito’s educational progress from the correspondences sent to them from the school. This disconnect results in the stakeholders not having a full understanding of how Tomasito is developing. Something that stood out to me because it is a common experience of parents is when Tomasito no longer wants his mother’s involvement. He looks up to his older brother, Edward, and wants to emulate him. The exclusion of Ria from school involvement may make her feel hurt and unwanted. Her children’s education is important to her, yet she also is concerned about how her children feel. This leads to more of a disconnect between Ria and Linda. 
Ways in which Linda could communicate a more comprehensive picture of Tomasito to Ria and Tomas include one on one communication attempts via email, letters sent home, and telephone conversations. If Linda notices that communication seems limited via phone conversations she should focus on written communications. These conversations about Tomasito’s performance may lead to a deeper parent/teacher relationship that would allow all parties to better understand the overall picture of Tomasito. 
When considering ways in which to create a relationship with parents to create a more complete picture of a student, a teacher should be mindful of any potential roadblocks. We all make assumptions about people and circumstances based on our known information but it’s important to outreach to learn as much as possible. Electronic correspondence, in person meetings, notes sent home are all ways a teacher can outreach to parents. If there is noticeable lack of participation from parents a teacher should be curious why that is occurring and seek ways to remedy the disconnect. 






Case Study 15 - Staying on the Path Toward College: One Boy at the Crossroads
· Describe the influence of family relationships and personal networks on youth identity.
· What are some ways that schools might partner with low-income immigrant families and communities? Please refer to your case study for examples.
The importance of creating pathways of engagement across time and setting is demonstrated in this case study. I feel children are always observing and learning things from their familial or personal networks. As children develop, they are seeking where they fit within the world around them. This identity may be shaped by educators that seek ways to connect and engage a child to guide the child into an identity of learning. In this case study we meet sixth grade student Paulo and learn about an outreach program that is designed to create long term networks between the local community college and the youth. This program by design seeks to engage sixth grade students and provide guidance through personal relationships with mentors. Although Paulo is interested in this program he has competing interest for his attention. This competition is from peers that aren’t interested in the outreach program or school and instead are trying to pull Paulo into a lifestyle that they see the older boys participating in. Paulo is part of two parent family of immigrants that want him to attend college or attain some other profession that isn’t labor intensive. Paulo’s parents, Sarita and Alberto, gave up a better life in Mexico so that their children have better opportunities than they had. The parents are supportive of Paulo’s education, but their lack of personal education seems to hold them back from being as influential as they could be.  The importance of the outreach program coordinator Rachel and the son of Sarita’s friend as a mentor is an example of the chronosystem description of time and space of learning when it comes to creating pathways of engagement. Because Paulo’s youth identity is being shaped their involvement in his development may be the deciding factors in whether Paulo chooses the program or the path his friends are pulling him toward. 
Ways in which schools can partner with low-income migrant families is by seeking governmental aid to provide learning tools such as computers. If families are struggling to just put food on the table, then tools we see as necessary may be financial obstacles. Creating an even ground that affords all students similar opportunities in learning allows students to become the best version of themselves. The outreach program described in this case study is another way in which schools can partner with low-income migrant families. In this case the parents have limited education and aren’t familiar with the path to college. The parents want their children to be successful so with the opportunities the outreach program offers in aligning children with the things that need to be completed to prepare for college it is a favorable approach. In this case study the success story of a student (Miguel) that utilized the outreach program is introduced. Miguel’s engagement and influence may help guide Paulo into the outreach program. Because there is often a distance between schools and low-income migrant families’ schools can seek ways to engage these parents and build relationships. A way in which to do that is by offering adult education classes to parents that could help these families learn job skills to pursue a better income career.  If there was limited education for the parents, then schools could offer basic skills classes to prepare the parents for future vocational classes. 
