It is very important for national security, policymaking, and international relations to understand the balance between attack and defense in cyberspace. If the offensive side wins, there may be more cyberattacks, arms races, and chaos. On the other hand, if defense is stronger, it could lead to more stability and less strife.
1. Why should we care about whether the offense or the defense has the advantage in cyberspace? 
It is very important for national security, policymaking, and international relations to understand the balance between attack and defense in cyberspace. If the offensive side wins, there may be more cyberattacks, arms races, and chaos. On the other hand, if defense is stronger, it could lead to more stability and less strife.

2. Why do many people believe the offense has the advantage in cyberspace?
A lot of people think that the offense is better because cyberattacks are often easier to carry out than to protect against. It's much harder to protect against all the possible risks, but attackers can take advantage of weak spots, stay anonymous, and get what they want with relatively easy methods.
States don’t know what offense other states have

3. How does Slayton propose to measure the offense-defense balance?
Slayton suggests using a cost-benefit analysis to find the offense-defense balance by comparing the value and costs of offensive and defensive activities.

4. Why does she propose this approach? What advantages does it have?
By looking at specific organizational skills and technologies, Slayton's method helps us understand the balance in a more complex way. Instead of making assumptions, it's better to find out what the real costs and rewards of cyber operations are.

5. Slayton claims that “cyberweapons are inseparable from skills”. What does she mean by this, and how does it affect the understanding of the offense-defense balance?
Slayton means that the skills of the people and groups using cyberweapons have a lot to do with how well they work. This changes the balance between offense and defense by showing that better skills can tip the scales in favor of either offense or defense.

6. Do you buy this claim? Why or why not?
I think Slayton's claim is convincing because cyber operations need specific skills and information. The amount of skill of the people involved in an attack or defense often determines how well it works. This makes skills an important part of the offense-defense balance.

7. Generally speaking, those who study cybersecurity claim that complexity favors the offense. Why?
Attackers can take advantage of the many holes in complicated systems, which makes them easier to break into. Attackers only need to find one weak spot, while defenders have to cover every possible way in.

8. Slayton does not believe it is so straightforward; what is her argument?
Slayton says the offense seems to have an advantage because the defense isn't managed well and the attack's goals aren't very complicated. She says that the balance can be tipped toward defense by getting better at organizing and dealing with complexity.

9. Who do you think has the stronger claim and why?
Slayton's argument seems stronger because it considers the role of organizational skills and the complexity of managing cyber operations. This approach provides a more comprehensive understanding of the offense-defense balance.
10. Slayton discusses the value of cyber offense or defense to the attacker or defender. What does this have to do with the offense-defense balance?
The value of cyber offense or defense to the attacker or defender directly impacts the offense-defense balance. If the benefits of offense outweigh the costs, offense has the advantage. Conversely, if defense is more cost-effective, defense has the advantage.
11. Slayton argues that Stuxnet demonstrates that offense may not have a strong advantage in cyberspace. What evidence does she give to support this? Do you agree with her assessment?
Slayton provides evidence that the Stuxnet attack on Iran's nuclear facilities likely cost the offense more than the defense and was relatively ineffective. She argues that the complexity and costs associated with cyber operations can blunt their effectiveness. I agree with her assessment, as it highlights the challenges and limitations of cyber offense.




12. What is your own assessment of whether offense or defense has the advantage in cyberspace?
My assessment aligns with Slayton's view that the offense-defense balance is influenced by organizational skills and the complexity of managing cyber operations. While offense may have certain advantages, improving defensive capabilities and management can shift the balance towards defense.

